reflects only the interests of the reviewer. The operation for mobilization of the stapes has been exploited by Borg et al. for recording neural responses in the human chorda tympani and correlating these with psychophysical responses to sapid substances applied to the tongue; Arvanitaki et al. (stimulated by the inaccessibility and minute size of olfactory receptor cells) have used giant nerve cells of certain invertebrates as in vivo models of olfactory receptors. Such are only two examples from a volume which will provide fascinating reading for all those interested in the science of sensation.
STEPHEN CARLILL
Roxburgh's Common Skin Diseases revised by Peter Borrie MA MD FRCP 13th ed pp xii +485 illustrated £210s London: HKLewis 1967 This is the thirteenth edition of Roxburgh and the third to be revised by Peter Borrie. These facts alone reveal the popularity of this work. The present edition omits the Index of Preliminary Diagnosis which was a feature of earlier editions but Dr Borrie considers it no longer provides a satisfactory clinical approach to the problems of dermatology. The old coloured plates have also been omitted but the excellence of the new monochrome illustrations well compensates for this. The book adequately describes all the common skin diseases and several of the not so common; a fuller description of the genetically determined disorders would, however, be welcome. One regrets the distinction between eczema and dermatitis; the terms should surely be synonymous. This distinction makes it difficult in places for the student to follow. Why, for example, should we distinguish between seborrheeic eczema and seborrhoeic dermatitis? They are even described in different chapters. Treatments recommended are conservative and orthodox.
The work can be thoroughly recommended to students and general practitioners. The price at £2 10s is fair in view of the large number of illustrations. This book brings together in one volume a useful summary of the results of operative treatment, together with brief discussions on the relative merits of the various procedures and their postoperative complications. The text is based on an extensive bibliography, for which the authors are to be congratulated, and neurosurgeons will find it a rewarding reference work. Faced with a complication the lone neurosurgeon will derive some comfort from a book where nearly everyone gets a mention, and 'it has all happened before'.
It is perhaps a pity that the title ofthe book does not suggest to the reader that indeed it will give the key to the main papers on the results of treatment. In the preface the authors give their reasons for restricting their compass to operative procedures. However, this limitation gives some sections an artificial appearance, for in neurosurgery, perhaps more so than in many other specialties, the operation is but an incident in the total diagnosis and management of the patient. Thus a practising neurosurgeon will have to look elsewhere for a discussion on some problems that worry him most, such as the control of infection in a neurosurgical unit, the treatment of status epilepticus, the approach to systemic thrombosis in a neurosurgical patient, and the management of metabolic disorders. Perhaps a second edition might include these broader aspects of management and enhance the value of this venture. These two volumes contain about one quarter of Sir Aubrey Lewis's writings over the past forty years. His present students have provided this judicious selection which admirably portrays the width of his interests and the depth of his erudition. Sir Aubrey Lewis is a scholar with a firm sense of historical continuity of the study of human nature. It is appropriate that the selection should begin with one of his more speculative essays on the experience of time in mental disorders. The various articles illustrate his own clinical studies, the work that he has carefully fostered in social psychiatry through the special MRC Unit and (in the second volume) his interest in psychiatric education and the history and the philosophy of his subject. His somewhat detached standpoint enables him to point out how many current theoretical battles merely repeat the pattern of previous discussions, though his own revolutionary influence on psychiatric education in this country means that nothing will ever be quite the same here again.
His present students have undoubtedly prepared these volumes as a labour of love with the hope that their former colleagues will continue to enjoy the stimulus of his teaching. One is indeed grateful for the easy availability of many important papers in this form. The volumes are beautifully produced, but Sir Aubrey Lewis would never have allowed one or two minor slips, such as the omission of one of the papers on psychiatric education from the bibliography at the back! D A POND Outline of Orthopadics by John Crawford Adams MD MS FRCS 6th ed pp vii +467 illustrated 40s Edinburgh & London: E& SLivingstone 1967 The fact that there have been six editions of this book in eleven years, with several reprints, shows how good this work is. Not only is it written in very clear terms so that it provides a most useful book for medical students; it also covers the whole specialty of orthopaedics briefly but thoroughly so that it will be helpful for all medical practitioners to have for reference.
By carefully avoiding repetition of basic facts at individual levels the author has been able to mention recent developments, and at the same time has been able to reduce the length of the text. For those interested in further reading, the list of references at the end of this work, which are very clearly laid out, and have been considerably increased in this edition, will prove most useful.
There is no doubt, therefore, that the new edition of this popular book will maintain the high reputation that has already been achieved. Professor Chassar Moir, who recently retired from the Nuffield Chair of Obstetrics and Gyn.cology in the University of Oxford, has made a special study of the vesicovaginal fistula and has become internationally known for his outstanding work in this field. The first edition of his monograph appeared in 1961 and was quickly recognized as a classic contribution. In it he described the remarkable results he had achieved in 250 cases.
In this second edition results in 350 cases are given; much of the original material is included and some new chapters have been added. The new material embodies Professor Moir's experiences in Ethiopia and India and includes descriptions of modern techniques for diversion of the urinary flow.
The first chapter acknowledges the pioneer work of Marion Sims by reproducing from the British Medical Journal an article based on an address given to the Oxford University Medical Society in 1940. This in itself is a classic of medical history and the rest of the book has an equally classic flavour. Here is no dull monograph but an exciting narrative in which the reader is carried along by the enthusiasm of the author. Every aspect of the subject is covered. There are detailed descriptions of the instruments used and of the various operative techniques. Post-operative care is meticulously described.
The second edition is characterized by the same superb production and excellent illustrations (many from actual cases) as the first, and the publishers are to be congratulated on the result.
The obstetrician and gynecologist working in Britain will not encounter many cases of vesicovaginal fistula, but those he does meet will tax his operative skill and ingenuity; overseas this dreadful condition will be encountered more frequently, and this book will prove an indispensable work ofreference. The word 'shock' is ill-defined and, as in the past, continues to give rise to confusion. Facing this difficulty, the authors of this concise volume begin by defining 'shock' as 'a syndrome characterized by protracted prostration and hypotension' and proceed to a consideration of the wide range of conditions that can give rise to the syndrome. The main parts of the book deal with the pathophysiology of the various types of shock, with emphasis on hypovolemia and its effects, and on its clinical diagnosis and treatment.
This book is written for practising physicians and surgeons. With its emphasis on the underlying pathological mechanisms and its clear, practical account of the management of 'shock' in a wide variety of conditions it provides an informative, well-organized review of the subject, together with extensive references for those wishing to pursue individual topics. The first edition of this book was published in 1959 and was reprinted in 1961. This edition has been considerably rewritten, is 89 pages longer and is nearly twice the price. It has been compiled
